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Summaries

Robert Cohen: One Hundred Days of Donald Trump
In order to avoid being overwhelmed by the unrelentingly destructive chaos spread by the 
Trump presidency, the author has jotted down his reactions, reflections and emotions as he 
perceives them in New York City. In so doing he keeps up a critical dialogue with The New 
York Times, The Nation, Neue Zürcher Zeitung as well as other media and voices.

Hans Peter Kammerer: In the Bloody Thicket of History. On Peter Weiss’ Aesthetics 
of Resistance
Weiss’ Aesthetics of Resistance is the novel of an entire epoch: How should it be read at the 
end of this epoch? Does Weiss’ novel help to raise the question of communism anew? How 
important is the aesthetic dimension of class struggle?

Thomas Barfuss and Peter Jehle: Who are the people? Philosophy of Praxis as a Key 
to Gramsci’s Politics
»We are the people« – a slogan once meaning that the people of the German Democratic 
Republic refused to remain in a passive state, was used last year by an angry group blocking 
a bus with migrants on their way to their shelter. Based on a close reading of Gramsci’s 
»philosophy of praxis« the authors discuss the difference between an aggressive iden-
tity-politics open to manipulation and Gramsci’s own project of the emergence of »the 
people« out of a subaltern position in politics and society. The latter can only be achieved 
if politics and philosophy are brought together. It departs from everyday thinking and 
common sense, but goes on to develop a critical potential and forms of solidarity.

Wolfgang Fritz Haug: In the Lion’s Den. Can we read Capital from the Perspective of 
the Theses on Feuerbach?
Commenting on the Theses on Feuerbach, Louis Althusser declared that praxis is a subject 
of »little weight« serving only to »inspire the beautiful evening chats [...] of our intellectual 
socialites«. According to him, it‘s about time to talk instead about Capital. Haug takes up 
this challenge and elucidates the relationship between Marx‘s method in Capital and the 
Theses. This involves clarifying three questions that are foundational for a historical-ma-
terialist philosophy of praxis: 1) How does the ›operational‹ Marx articulate dialectics and 
praxis? 2) How can we understand the materialist determinism from the point of view of 
praxis? 3) Wha’s the role of nature and humanism in the philosophy of praxis? The latter 
leads to complete Marx‘s emphatic phrase that »To be radical is to grasp the root of the 
matter. But for man the root is man« (MECW 3, 182) by the reference to the comprehensive 
relation with, from and in nature, in which our species has made and is still making its way. 

Michael Vester: Praxeological Class Theory. On the Logic of Capital and the Logic 
of Praxis
The author pleads for a praxeological class theory that respects the relative autonomy of 
the fields of political and everyday praxis, while also relating these to an economic logic 
as the basis of Marxian theory. This requires a new reading and appropriation of classical 
authors, including Marx. The author discusses the problems of praxeological theory with 
reference to the chapters on »primitive accumulation« in Capital, comparing these with the 
analysis of the same historical period by Marxian historians such as Max Beer and – using 
the concepts of »experience« and »field« – Edward Thompson. 
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Wolfdietrich Schmied-Kowarzik: Philosophy of Praxis and the Dialectial Relation to 
Nature
In his Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 Marx traces the double dialectical 
relation of humans to nature: Humans are beings of nature while at the same time they 
act upon and modify nature. This renders an alienation from nature possible, taking on an 
extreme form in capitalism due to the expropriation of humans from their productive forces 
which can only be solved through an upheaval of capitalist value theory. In his Critique of 
Political Economy Marx still upholds this standpoint, but concrete strategies for revolutio-
nary praxis cannot be derived from it. In order to overcome the ecological crisis the author 
thus suggests linking up with the theories of Karl-August Wittfogel, Max Adler and Ernst 
Bloch.

Michael Löwy: Philosophy of Praxis in the Face of Metabolic Rift
Production, i.e. the transformation of nature for the satisfaction of human needs, is one of 
the most important social practices. The central object of Capital is to study a historically 
specific form of this practice, the capitalist mode of production. One of the characteristics of 
capitalism, as frequently raised in Capital, even if not in a developed and systematic form, 
is a perversion of human practices leading to the destruction of the natural environment. In 
Marx’s writings, particularly those concerning agriculture in the three volumes of Capital, 
one can perceive key elements for a truly ecological approach, through a radical criticism 
of the disastrous results of capitalist productivism. Ecosocialism in the 21th Century entails 
the development of these intuitions through the work of Marx and Engels.

Frigga Haug: Praxis of Critique
Departing from the goal of studying the social sciences as the basis of gaining collective 
agency, Haug brings in her own experiences in teaching and the research process, with self-
doubt and critique. The Theses on Feuerbach are re-read along with Gramsci’s suggestions 
for a philosophy of praxis. Both are placed in the context of research on computerization, 
on gender relations, and on memory work as part of the women’s movement.

Ulla Plener: A Call for Discussion
Since the 1960s Das Argument has used the terms German Fascism or Nazism to refer to 
the epoch that various other theories of fascism have named »National Socialism« without 
distancing themselves from it. Plener recalls this tradition while looking at recent publica-
tions, including book reviews in Das Argument, where one finds the term yet again. Thus 
she asks whether that particular tradition has been given up.

Wolfgang Fritz Haug: »Correct only from the Nazi’s Standpoint«
Ulla Pleners wake-up call is very welcome. Her claim about the missing discussion in the 
Argument environment about the term »National Socialism« can be refuted though. When 
looking back in the journal’s history, the problem with the »fascist self-designation« has 
been dealt with numerous times.
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Buchhandlungen, die das Argument-Verlagsprogramm führen
Augsburg Probuch, Gögginger Straße 34 (0821/579173)
Berlin  Argument-Buchladen, Reichenberger Straße 150 (030/611 39 83)
 Motzbuch, Motzstraße 32 (030/2115958)
 Schleichers Buchladen, Königin-Luise-Straße 40/41 (030/841902-0)
 Schwarze Risse, Mehringhof - Gneisenaustraße 2a (030/6928779)
Bielefeld Eulenspiegel Buchladen, Hagenbruchstraße 7 (0521/175049)
Bremen  Buchladen im Ostertor, Fehrfeld 60 (0421/785 28)
Düsseldorf  BiBaBuZe, Aachener Straße 1 (0211/34 00 60)
Erfurt Buchhandlung Contineo, Magdeburger Allee 90 (0361/7314536)
Essen  Heinrich-Heine-Buchhandlung, Viehofer Platz 8 (0201/820700)
Frankfurt/M  Unibuch, Jügelstraße 1 (069/775082)
 Karl Marx Buchhandlung, Jordanstraße 11 (069/778807)
 Herbert Bärsch Nachf. GmbH, Hostatostr./Albanusstr. 29 (069/314032-0)
Freiburg  Jos Fritz, Wilhelmstraße 15 (0761/26877)
Göttingen  Buchladen Rote Straße, Nikolaikirchhof 7 (0551/42128)
Hamburg  Buchhandlung im Schanzenviertel, Schulterblatt 55 (040/4300808)
 Buchladen in der Osterstraße, Osterstraße 171 (040/4919560)
 Heinrich Heine Buchhandlung, Grindelallee 26 (040/441133-0)
Hannover  Annabee, Stephanusstraße 12-14 (0511/1318139)
Heidelberg  Buchhandlung Schöbel & Kube, Plöck 65 (06221/26036)
Hildesheim Amei’s Buchecke, Goschenstraße 31 (05121/34441)
Kassel  ABC Buchladen GmbH, Goethestraße 77 (0561/777704)
Kiel  Zapata Buchladen GmbH, Wilhelmplatz 6 (0431/93639)
Köln  Der Andere Buchladen, Weyertal 32 (0221/416325)
Konstanz  Buchladen zur Schwarzen Geiß, Am Obermarkt 12 (07531/15433)
Mainz  Cardabela, Frauenlobstraße 40 (06131/614174)
Marburg  Roter Stern GmbH, Am Grün 28 (0542/24787)
München  Basis-Buchhandlung, Adalbertstraße 41b-43 (089/2723828)
Münster  Buchhandlung Rosta, Aegidiistraße 12 (0251/449026)
Nürnberg  Buchhandlung Libresso, Bauerngasse 14 (0911/225036)
Reutlingen  Jakob Fetzer Buchladen GmbH, Georgenstraße 26 (07121/239080)
Schweiz  Bern  Münstergass Buchhandlung, Münstergasse 33 (031/3102323)
Österreich Wien Lhotzkys Literaturbuffet, Taborstraße 28 (0043/1 276 47 36)
Niederlande  Utrecht De Rooie Rat, Oudegracht 65 (031-30-2317189)

Frauenbuchläden, die das Argument-Frauenprogramm führen
Augsburg  Frauenbuchhandlung Elisara, Schmiedgasse 11 (0821/154303)
Düsseldorf  Buch am Dreieck, Blücherstraße 3 (0211/4644050)
Göttingen  Laura GmbH, Burgstraße 21 (0551/47317)
Idstein Hexenbuchladen, Obergasse 11 (06126/6437)
Leipzig  Frauenbuchladen Tian, Könneritzstraße 92 (0341/4797475)
Mannheim  Frauenbuchladen Xanthippe, T3, 4 (0621/21663)
München  Lillemor’s Frauenbuchladen, Barerstraße 70 (089/2721205)
Tübingen  Frauenbuchladen Thalestris, Bursagasse 2 (07071/26590)


