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Summaries

Dieter Schlenstedt: Volker Braun’s new Story, Die hellen Haufen
In 2011, Volker Braun published a new story, Die hellen Haufen. It is the continua-
tion of previous work in which he deals with the fates of workers after 1989 in the 
process of East German transformation process. Schlenstedt’s review highlights the 
art of Braun’s narrative, the contradictory union of a strict commitment with reality 
with the fantasy that emerges from what is possible. It shows the bitter experience of 
failure, as it merges with a mobilising sense of the unaccomplished.

Karl Heinz Götze: Conversations with the late Heiner Müller
The article presents the German edition of Müller’s »Conversations« between 1966 
and 1995. It follows Müller’s trail of nomadic speech and writing, tries to catch up 
with it momentarily, and resorts to overlapping points such as »communism«, »art«, 
»metaphor« and »death«.

Detlef Kannapin: The Present Ones
Kannapin begins his review of GDR (German Democratic Republic) and post-GDR 
books and fi lms by considering the many who, overwhelmingly infl uenced by 
neoliberal ideological constructs, live completely in the present: They see history as 
something forever passed and the future as the repetition of the eternal same. Under 
such conditions, the history of the GDR does not appear as something which should 
be analyzed from its beginning and its authentic revolutionary aims but as a pheno-
menon serving only as a – mostly black and dirty – mirror of present lifestyles and 
feelings. Only a few books and fi lms, the author holds, open a window to what made 
the GDR different from both former and present bourgeois society.

Renate Ullrich: If there is anything to be Learned from Theatre in the GDR ...
As H. Müller observed, theatre in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) did not 
remain on the sidelines of social confl icts – neither on those of the cold war nor 
of the internal confl icts regarding the building of East German society. In cases in 
which theatrical productions were too critical, censorship was practiced. The article 
does not deal with this. Instead, it asks why and how the political relationship of 
trust between theatre and citizens was created. Various processes illustrate that this 
sensitive relationship was the result of decades-long work, whose specifi c basis were 
fi nancially-secure working conditions in the theatres (property relations, planned 
economy); the concept of (cultural) politics in the GDR (access to art for all); and 
according to Brecht, permanent cooperative communication of those working in 
theatre on the changing role of theatre in a changing society, and efforts to develop 
both the art of theatre and the art of spectatorship. 
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Hans-Christian Stillmark: On the Dramatic Arts. The End of Historical Drama
The essay sketches the development of historical drama as a sub-genre of dramatic 
arts and theatre of the German Democratic Republic (GDR). In particular, the crisis of 
historical drama is shown to parallel the increasingly problematic nature of socialist 
society’s historical development. This is illustrated with regard to the dissolution of 
the unifi ed dramatic subject and of unifi ed action, as well as to the discontinuity of 
dramatic space-time. At the end of the GDR’s existence, innovative solutions offered 
by authors like Müller, Hein and Braun created challenges for theatres which tried to 
stage them; this, in turn, led to a number of modifi cations and changes to theatrical 
practice, both before and after 1989. This amounted to a renewal of Brecht’s theatre 
of social change.

Ursula Schröter: Women were the Miracle on the Other Side. On East German 
»Sociocultural Inventory« and Socialist Patriarchy
The article refl ects on the experiences of East German women before and after 1990. 
Ursula Schröter presents the western feminist argument that »capitalism works only 
with patriarchal« and completes it with the East German experience: »patriarchy also 
works without capitalism«. 20 years after the societal changes in (East) Germany it is 
a topic ripe for thorough research in the social sciences. 

David X. Noack: The End of a Contender
After the insurrections and coups d’état in Tunisia, Egypt and Bahrain the so-called 
»Arab spring« began to get out of hand for the West. The uprising in Eastern Libya 
was not a peaceful demonstration but an armed insurrection. Faced with defeat, 
Libyan rebels were helped by former colonial powers who intervened to re-integrate 
Libya into an Atlantic economic order. Differences between the NATO powers are 
rooted in the dissimilar capital factions dominating among Western countries.

Michael Paetau: Pirates at the Crossroads of Knowledge Formation
The article considers the radical changes currently undergone by knowledge forma-
tion, particularly a bifurcation that presents two rival principles: On the one hand, the 
proprietary principle of private commerce and profi table regulation (private copy-
right) and the attempt to secure it through specifi c technologies (»Rights Control 
Systems« and »Digital Rights Management«). On the other, free and community-
based principles (»the commons«) with corresponding juridical, organisational 
and technological implementation (»Open Archives«, »Creative Commons«, 
»GNU-Public Licenses«, etc). This crossroads refers not only to access to societal 
knowledge but also to the possibilities of knowledge creation, its anchoring and 
dissemination. In this context, the Pirate Party is presented as the international 
political arm of various social movements against a situation which James Boyle has 
characterized as that of a »second enclosure«. 
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Buchhandlungen, die das Argument-Verlagsprogramm führen
Augsburg Probuch, Gögginger Straße 34 (0821/579173)
Berlin  Argument-Buchladen, Reichenberger Straße 150 (030/611 39 83)
 Motzbuch, Motzstraße 32 (030/2115958)
 Schleichers Buchladen, Königin-Luise-Straße 40/41 (030/841902-0)
 Schwarze Risse, Mehringhof - Gneisenaustraße 2a (030/6928779)
Bielefeld Eulenspiegel Buchladen, Hagenbruchstraße 7 (0521/175049)
Bremen  Buchladen im Ostertor, Fehrfeld 60 (0421/785 28)
Düsseldorf  BiBaBuZe, Aachener Straße 1 (0211/34 00 60)
Erfurt Buchhandlung Contineo, Magdeburger Allee 90 (0361/7314536)
Essen  Heinrich-Heine-Buchhandlung, Viehofer Platz 8 (0201/820700)
Frankfurt/M  Unibuch, Jügelstraße 1 (069/775082)
 Karl Marx Buchhandlung, Jordanstraße 11 (069/778807)
 Herbert Bärsch Nachf. GmbH, Hostatostr./Albanusstr. 29 (069/314032-0)
Freiburg  Jos Fritz, Wilhelmstraße 15 (0761/26877)
Göttingen  Buchladen Rote Straße, Nikolaikirchhof 7 (0551/42128)
Hamburg  Buchhandlung im Schanzenviertel, Schulterblatt 55 (040/4300808)
 Buchladen in der Osterstraße, Osterstraße 171 (040/4919560)
 Heinrich Heine Buchhandlung, Grindelallee 26 (040/441133-0)
Hannover  Annabee, Stephanusstraße 12-14 (0511/1318139)
Heidelberg  Buchhandlung Schöbel & Kube, Plöck 65 (06221/26036)
Hildesheim Amei’s Buchecke, Goschenstraße 31 (05121/34441)
Kassel  ABC Buchladen GmbH, Goethestraße 77 (0561/777704)
Kiel  Zapata Buchladen GmbH, Wilhelmplatz 6 (0431/93639)
Köln  Der Andere Buchladen, Weyertal 32 (0221/416325)
Konstanz  Buchladen zur Schwarzen Geiß, Am Obermarkt 12 (07531/15433)
Mainz  Cardabela, Frauenlobstraße 40 (06131/614174)
Marburg  Roter Stern GmbH, Am Grün 28 (0542/24787)
München  Basis-Buchhandlung, Adalbertstraße 41b-43 (089/2723828)
Münster  Buchhandlung Rosta, Aegidiistraße 12 (0251/449026)
Stuttgart Buch Weiss, Ebitzweg 44, Bad Cannstatt, (0711/4703388)
Nürnberg  Buchhandlung Libresso, Bauerngasse 14 (0911/225036)
Reutlingen  Jakob Fetzer Buchladen GmbH, Georgenstraße 26 (07121/239080)
Schweiz  Bern  Münstergass Buchhandlung, Münstergasse 33 (031/3102323)
Österreich Wien  Buchhandlung Winter, Landesgerichtsstr. 20 (0043/1 405 12 34)
 Wien Lhotzkys Literaturbuffet, Taborstraße 28 (0043/1 276 47 36)
Niederlande  Utrecht De Rooie Rat, Oudegracht 65 (031-30-2317189)

Frauenbuchläden, die das Argument-Frauenprogramm führen
Augsburg  Frauenbuchhandlung Elisara, Schmiedgasse 11 (0821/154303)
Bochum  Frauenbuchladen Amazonas, Schmidtstraße 12 (0234/683194)
Düsseldorf  Buch am Dreieck, Blücherstraße 3 (0211/4644050)
Göttingen  Laura GmbH, Burgstraße 21 (0551/47317)
Idstein Hexenbuchladen, Obergasse 11 (06126/6437)
Leipzig  Frauenbuchladen Tian, Könneritzstraße 92 (0341/4797475)
Mannheim  Frauenbuchladen Xanthippe, T3, 4 (0621/21663)
München  Lillemor’s Frauenbuchladen, Barerstraße 70 (089/2721205)
Nürnberg  Frauenbuchladen, Innerer Kleinreutherweg 28 (0911/352403)
Tübingen  Frauenbuchladen Thalestris, Bursagasse 2 (07071/26590)


