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Summaries

Karen Ruoff: Kayfabe
»Kayfabe« is a term stemming from the realm of professional wrestling that 
describes the patently fake »deal« between the clearly scripted personalities who 
compete in pseudo-matches and their audience’s eagerness to revel in the deceit. 
»Kayfabe«  is explored in this article as a term designating a dynamic that may shed 
light on the blatant contempt for truth and facts in the political culture that led to 
Donald Trump as President of the United States.

Karl Heinz Götze: He is missing. Heiner Müller’s Critique of Capitalism
The article consists of reflections on visceral anti-capitalism in Heiner Müller’s work 
on the occasion of the publication of a new, small selection of his works. The latter 
are grouped around the topics of »capitalism«, »disgust«, »language«, »religion«, 
»war«. It also reflects on Müller’s method and his prophecies regarding the future of 
socialism.

Victor Wallis: Crisis of Legitimacy in the United States: The Extremes of 
Hyper-Capitalism
Wallis puts forth the argument that contemporary capitalism is – beyond its structural 
and routine crisis nature – currently going through a historical period of political 
crisis. This crisis, though reaching out through all of the capitalist world, is exempli-
fied by the incapability of the US-polity to rationally respond to the tasks it faces and 
assure effective representation of the people’s interests and needs. This incapability 
is put into the context of the newest technological developments shaping the capi-
talist relations of production. On the grounds of these analyses the author concludes 
with thoughts on existing and potential popular resistance in the USA.

Gabriel Vargas Lozano: The Left in the Mexican Crisis
Vargas Lozano analyzes the current situation of the Left in its struggle for a more just 
society. It is a complex process involving a struggle against a corporate and depen-
dent socioeconomic structure as well as the opposition to the neoliberal reforms 
promoted by the dominant block. This process has been hampered by the collapse 
of socialism but has also been launched forward by the emergence of neo-zapatism.

Isabelle Garo: Class Struggles in France
The situation in France is characterized by a number of contradictions: A serious poli-
tical crisis and a continuation of the right-left-split; advanced deindustrialization and 
tense social conflicts; the violence of neoliberal politics and its discourse that presents 
itself as innovative; the rise of the extreme right; and the strengthening of a left poli-
tical current guided by Jean-Luc Mélenchon. What general analysis can be made? 
What are the perspectives emerging on the political, social and economic levels?
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Richard Gebhardt: »Third Position«? On Critique of Capitalism and Discourse 
Piracy of the New Right
Since 2014, the debate on the danger of a so-called »third position« (literally »Quer-
front«: »cross-front«) has been a starting point for the controversial »new peace 
movement« and its successors. These controversies, initially among the left, are also 
been closely followed among the New Right, which is otherwise primarily devoted 
to the critique of culture and decadence. In the right-wing intellectual milieu, authors 
such as Benedikt Kaiser have recently written articles on the »cross-front« debate, 
thus bringing the »social question« (back) into focus. In the analysis of the specifics 
of this regressive »anticapitalism« or »anti-imperialism«, a »metapolitical« strategy 
is present which consciously works on the re-functioning of core political categories. 
This forces left-wing critics, especially against the backdrop of remarkable left-right 
debates stemming back to 1968, to determine »minimum content standards«.

Tilman Reitz: The Rebellion of the Deplorables. Authoritarian Protest in 
Digital Capitalism
In spite of leftist victories in some countries, the main threat to today’s ruling classes 
seems to be posed by »right-wing populism«. The author aims at deconstructing 
this label with an analysis of the ideological structure, class basis and hegemonic 
opportunities of authoritarian protest in Europe and North America. Reitz argues 
that neoliberalism prepared the ground for the right-wing strategy to address the 
working classes as atomized and belonging to the petty bourgeoisie. Reitz goes on 
to speculate that digital capitalism will reproduce such subaltern classes while at the 
same time promising non-democratic options for dealing with them: Protectionist 
nationalism or repressive elite rule in the guise of universalism.

Frigga Haug: Questions of Feminist-Marxist Theory
Contrary to a certain weariness concerning theory and the wish for instant praxis, 
Haug establishes the necessity of interventionist theory and, along with it, the imper-
ative feminist standpoint in Marxism for it to become a liberation theory. Abstraction 
and explication of contradictions become central in the process of understanding 
how women’s virtues are reason for their subjugation while at the same time they 
must be kept for a future human society worth fighting for.
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Buchhandlungen, die das Argument-Verlagsprogramm führen
Augsburg Probuch, Gögginger Straße 34 (0821/579173)
Berlin  Argument-Buchladen, Reichenberger Straße 150 (030/611 39 83)
 Motzbuch, Motzstraße 32 (030/2115958)
 Schleichers Buchladen, Königin-Luise-Straße 40/41 (030/841902-0)
 Schwarze Risse, Mehringhof - Gneisenaustraße 2a (030/6928779)
Bielefeld Eulenspiegel Buchladen, Hagenbruchstraße 7 (0521/175049)
Bremen  Buchladen im Ostertor, Fehrfeld 60 (0421/785 28)
Düsseldorf  BiBaBuZe, Aachener Straße 1 (0211/34 00 60)
Erfurt Buchhandlung Contineo, Magdeburger Allee 90 (0361/7314536)
Essen  Heinrich-Heine-Buchhandlung, Viehofer Platz 8 (0201/820700)
Frankfurt/M  Unibuch, Jügelstraße 1 (069/775082)
 Karl Marx Buchhandlung, Jordanstraße 11 (069/778807)
 Herbert Bärsch Nachf. GmbH, Hostatostr./Albanusstr. 29 (069/314032-0)
Freiburg  Jos Fritz, Wilhelmstraße 15 (0761/26877)
Göttingen  Buchladen Rote Straße, Nikolaikirchhof 7 (0551/42128)
Hamburg  Buchhandlung im Schanzenviertel, Schulterblatt 55 (040/4300808)
 Buchladen in der Osterstraße, Osterstraße 171 (040/4919560)
 Heinrich Heine Buchhandlung, Grindelallee 26 (040/441133-0)
Hannover  Annabee, Stephanusstraße 12-14 (0511/1318139)
Heidelberg  Buchhandlung Schöbel & Kube, Plöck 65 (06221/26036)
Hildesheim Amei’s Buchecke, Goschenstraße 31 (05121/34441)
Kassel  ABC Buchladen GmbH, Goethestraße 77 (0561/777704)
Kiel  Zapata Buchladen GmbH, Wilhelmplatz 6 (0431/93639)
Köln  Der Andere Buchladen, Weyertal 32 (0221/416325)
Konstanz  Buchladen zur Schwarzen Geiß, Am Obermarkt 12 (07531/15433)
Mainz  Cardabela, Frauenlobstraße 40 (06131/614174)
Marburg  Roter Stern GmbH, Am Grün 28 (0542/24787)
München  Basis-Buchhandlung, Adalbertstraße 41b-43 (089/2723828)
Münster  Buchhandlung Rosta, Aegidiistraße 12 (0251/449026)
Nürnberg  Buchhandlung Libresso, Bauerngasse 14 (0911/225036)
Reutlingen  Jakob Fetzer Buchladen GmbH, Georgenstraße 26 (07121/239080)
Schweiz  Bern  Münstergass Buchhandlung, Münstergasse 33 (031/3102323)
Österreich Wien Lhotzkys Literaturbuffet, Taborstraße 28 (0043/1 276 47 36)
Niederlande  Utrecht De Rooie Rat, Oudegracht 65 (031-30-2317189)

Frauenbuchläden, die das Argument-Frauenprogramm führen
Augsburg  Frauenbuchhandlung Elisara, Schmiedgasse 11 (0821/154303)
Düsseldorf  Buch am Dreieck, Blücherstraße 3 (0211/4644050)
Göttingen  Laura GmbH, Burgstraße 21 (0551/47317)
Idstein Hexenbuchladen, Obergasse 11 (06126/6437)
Leipzig  Frauenbuchladen Tian, Könneritzstraße 92 (0341/4797475)
Mannheim  Frauenbuchladen Xanthippe, T3, 4 (0621/21663)
München  Lillemor’s Frauenbuchladen, Barerstraße 70 (089/2721205)
Tübingen  Frauenbuchladen Thalestris, Bursagasse 2 (07071/26590)


